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MaTTrzw xv. 19, 20. 


Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur- 


ders, aduller ies, fornications, thefts, falſe- 
witneſs, blaſplemies, theſe are the things 
which defile a man. 


and: put in motion, and animate the other 
faculties. And ſuch as the fountain is, ſuch 


are the ſtreams which flow from it. If the 


heart be evil and corrupt in itſelf, the thoughts 
of the heart will alſo be evil and corrupt, 
and the actions which are directed by theſe 
thoughts muſt alſo partake of their evil and 
corruption : For the heart thinks, reſolves, 
and then acts; and if the thought be evil, 


the reſolution and the act, which are the 


direct conſequences of it, muſt be alſo evil, 


© Nothing but evil can flow from an evil 


heart. 
Whenever the ſcripture ſpeaks of * fa- 


culties of the ſoul, it uſes words borrow: d 
from the faculties of the body, becaule we 
1 B 5 e 


roch things, which defile 
Bl the man, procced from the heat: 
Here the deſires are firſt formed; 
and from hence they flow out, 


— 


are ngt capable of forming any Ls of ſpigi- 
tual, unleſs they. be comp: ed to material 
objects. The Gul has its Ipring and princi- 
ple of motion as well as the body, and this 
we call the heart, borrowing the ward from 
that part, which is known to be the ſpring 
and principle of all the motions in the hu- 
man frame : For from the heart proceeds 
mla vital blood, which carries on every ope- 
ration throughout the body, and from which 
cvery veſſel and organ has its proper nou- 
riſhment miniſtered. The heart has the 
ſame uſe and office in our little world, as the 
ſun has in the great world, being the foun- 
tain of life and genial warrath, of growth 
and ſtrength in the microcoſm of man. 
And when we apply this word to the ſoul, 
we fix the ſame meaning to it. The heart 
is that part Which puts all the other facul- 
ties of the ſoul in motion, it is the fountain 
from whence our thoughts flow, and our 
reſolutions and actions are only ſo many 
ſtreams; which take a good or a bad tincture 
according to the nature of the ſpring, from 
whence they have their origin. 

In this ſenſe our bleſſed Lord here freaks 
& the ſoul : He makes the er the fruitful 
cauſe of every vice, ſuppoſing it to be pol- 
luted even wh e head; And 
how then is it poſſible there ſhould be 19 
thing but pollution in the channels, whic 
ine Fom it? If the heart be corrupt, i 

will 


63 


thing can proceed; but murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, falle-witnels, and blaſphe- 
my : For when the principle which ſets all 


| from it but defilement? 
This is our Lord's docttine, and never was 
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the preſent times, when theſe vices are grown 
to ſuch an enormous height, that they are o- 
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vine and human. The legiſlature has been 
lately alarmed at their prodigious jncreaſe, 
| and has been trying to find out ſome effec- 
cal remedy : But what has been hitherto at- 
IT tempted has not met with the defired ſutceſs. 
IF Robberies, murders, &c. are ſtill as com- 
mon as ever, and will become daily more 
common, unleſs we ſtrike at the root of the 
evil. The heart is the cauſe of all, and no 
act of parliament can touch the heart. It is 
out of the reach of every human tribunal. 
he vices, which by our natural corruption 
bave got into the heart, cannot be dif] 1 
by the wiſeſt laws and edicts; FE can 
only regulate the outward actions. The 
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WE uthority but the great creator's. He alone 
n give the almighty fiat, let it be clean, 
$04 it is clean. Nothing can purify it from 
e unclean thoughts of murder, adultery 

cad, Sc. Put his deine grace and 
1 2 | : virtue; 
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will be the actions. From an evil heart no- 


theſe in motion is defiled, what can ſpring, 
there greater occaſion to conſider it, than in 


penly committed in defiance of all law, di- 


olluted fountain is ſtil TR, to any. 
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| |. virtue; to which let us all agree now to 
* commit the guidance of our hearts. We 
NF beſecch thee to take them, O eternal ſpirit, 
11 under thy gracious influence, and let no un- 
1 clean thought enter into them, while we 
are meditating upon theſe Words of our 
God and Saviour — Out of the heart pro- 
_ ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for- 
nications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, 
theſe are the things which defile @ man. 


Firſt, It is here aſſerted, that the heart, 
the fountain of all our actions, is polluted. 


© Secondly, The manner in which it be- 8 
came polluted is here plainly implied, and 
this will lead us e ATOUIO L 


Third} , To enquire into the means of 
clcanfing and purifying it. | 


19 Firſt, Our bleſſed Lord here declares, 
9 that the heart, the fountain of all thought i 
Jo: and motion, is polluted. In its natural ſtate i 
ö it is entirely impure. It is the unclean re- 
1 fiidepce of the fouleſt ſpirits, even of mur- 
| der, adultery, fornication, theft, perjury, 
1 55 and blaſphemy. Theſe are they which by 
nature dwell in the heart and defile the 
man: For corrupt nature is always diſpoſed 
to receive ſome one or all of theſe polluted 
tempers, as temptation ſhall offer: - The 
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openſity to them is univerſal. Our church 
has accurately deſcribed this point in her 
ninth article. | 

“Original fin is the fault and corrup- 
© tion of the nature of every man, that 
„ naturally is engendered of the offspring of 
Adam, whereby man is very far gone 
* from original righteouſneſs, and is of his 
© own nature inclined to evil, ſo that the 
e fleſh luſteth always contrary to the ſpirit, 
“ and therefore in every perſon born into 
the world it deſerveth God's wrath and 
* damnation.” 9, 


This was the opinion of our reformers, 


and if you find any difficulty in giving your 


aſſent to it, the arguments upon which they 


built it will, I hope, ſatisfy you perfectly. 
The expreſs teſtimony of the creator of the 


hearts of all men, and the experience of 
thinking men from the beginning of the 


world to this day, were the chief authorities 
upon which they grounded their opinion. 
The whdle ſcripture ſuppoſes man to be in 
a ſtate of corruption, and ſeveral paſſages ex- 
preſs the univerſality of this corruption. It 
is thus delivered, Gen. vi. 5. in the cleareſt 
terms. And God ſaw that the wicked- 
* neſs of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts 
* of his heart was only evil continually,” 
Man does not here ſignify any one man, or 
face of men, but mankind, the whole hu- 
1295 man 
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man nature, which is aid to be fo polluted. 


with original wickedneſs, that every imagi- 
nation, not one excepted, of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil, and continually 
too. What a fountain then of deadly poi- 


fon is the human heart, ſince all the ſtreams 


which flow from it are evil and continually 
evil? The univerſal ſpreading of this ma- 
lignant infection could not be expreſſed in- 


ſtronger words, than to declare, that there 


was not one imagination in the heart, but 


what was evil, and always evil. Such is 
man in his natural ſtate : And might not 


then the apoſtle truly ſay of it, Eph. ii. 3. 


We all are by nature the children of wrath. 


even as others: For the ſcripture hath 
e concluded all (men, both Jews and Gentiles) 
* under fin.” 


This is the ſeripture account of the heart 


A 


4 


of the natural man, and experience confirms 


it. Men are in fact ſuch as the ſcripture 


diſcribes them, a race of fallen corrupt beings.. 


We find none of them upright and perfect, no 
not one. That moral rectitude of nature, 
which ſome metaphyſical divines dream of, 
bas no exiſtence among the ſons of Adam. 
Heathenwriters as well as chriſtian prove it to 
be but a dream: For of the corruption of na- 
turethey all complain, and give us melancholy 
proots of the prevalency of the vices men- 
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tioned in the text in every country and in 


every age. In the preſent age we foe w 
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33 
feel them: They are grown to ſuch an e- 
normous height at prefent, that they are be- 
come a reproach to our religion, and a diſ- 
honour to our laws. Not a day paſſes, but 
we hear of ſome robbery, or murder, or 
adultery, &c. and the fountain from whence 
they all ſpring is tte heart. And can the 
heart then be clean by nature, and yet ſend 
forth ſuch polluted ſtreams ? Certainly the 
ſame ſpring cannot ſend forth ſweet water 
and bitter? That, which ſends. forth nothing 
but corruption, muſt be corrupt in its very 
origin. Phe peccant matter muſt lie at the 
fountain head, and how rank and venemous 
it is we can have no doubt, if we will but 
open our eyes, and ſurvey that deluge of 
wickedneſs, which now covers the face of 
the earth. 33 Fr 
It is certain then that the heart of man is 
by nature polluted, Scripture and ſad ex- 
rience forbid us to doubt. of it ; and yet 
againſt the evidence of theſe authorities there 
are ſome men, who call it in queſtion, and 
who think they ſhew their ſuperior reaſon 
by believing neither God, nor their own 
ſenſes, What God declares to them they 
cannot but ſee is a matter of tact, and yet 
becauſe they find ſome difficulty in accounts 
ing for-the manner in which the heart be- 
came ſo polluted they would therefore 
ſtrangely inter, that it is not polluted. at all. 
This is a very abſurd conduct, but it is 
common . 
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common to all unbelievers, and therefore 
it is neceſſary to ſpeak to * 

Second Particular, wherein it was pro- 
poſed to conſider the manner, in which the 
human heart became thus polluted. None 
of the ancient philoſophers, nor none of the 
modern reaſoners have given us any ſatiſ- 
factory account upon this head. The eri- 
gin of evil is a ſubject, which has been al- 


ways debated in the ſchools of the infidels, 


and they have not yet produced any ſolution, 
which their own advocates are agreed to de- 
fend. How evil came into the heart is 
—_ the plan of their natural and meta- 
phyſical religion abſolutely unaccountable. 


And this is a good preſumptive proof in fa- 
vour of the ſcripture account: For the heart 
is certainly polluted, and the greateſt men 


among the ancient philoſophers and the mo- 
dern unbelievers have been able to offer no- 
thing ſatisfactory, neither to themſelves nor 


others, concerning the manner of its pollu- 


tion. But the ſcripture accounts for it thus 
in a plain intelligible way. 

God created all things at firſt in a perfect 
ſtate. When he had finiſhed his works, he 
took a ſurvey of them, and pronounced them 
all to be very good. There was no pain in 


the natural, and no evil in the ſpiritual 


world. Man was innocent, His heart was 
right with God. The thoughts of it were 
clean and pure altogether. - He knew no 

guilt 


R 
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[9] 
falt he had no fear and therefore he was 
appy. | 
he creature, who firſt introduced evil 
into the works of God, was the devil: For 
thus ſays our bleſſed Saviour, © The devil | 
ce was a murderer from the beginning and 4 | 
e liar, and the father of it, Fobn 8. 44. [ 
In the beginning he murdered our firſt pa- | 
rents, by ſeducing them into that fin, which ' 
jubjected their bodies to death, and both 1 
their bodies and ſouls to eternal condemna- 1 
tion. And he Was the father of lies as well re 
as of murder: For all was truth and inno- l 
cence, until he offered the firſt lieing ſug- 
geſtion to the heart, and baſely Wb 
that God had maliciouſly forbidden our firſt | 
parents the uſe of the tree of knowledge. 7 | 
To this infinuation they hearkened, they 4 
ſuffered it to make an impreſſion upon their 
hearts, and diſbelieving what their gracious 
Creator and heavenly Father had revealed 
to them, they built their faith on the words 
of the lieing ſpirit, and acted accordingly. "if 
Thus he deceived them, and in them all 1 
their poſterity: For St. 7obn ſpeaking of the | 
great dragon, ſays, © This is that old ſer- 
« pent called the devil and ſatan, which de- 
_ © ceiveth the whole world, Rev. xii. 9. 
The conſequence of our firſt parents be- 
ing deceived by his lieing infinuations was 
the loſs. of their innocence and happineſs. 
With their innocence they loſt the grace and 
)) preſence 


(11 
preſence of God: For he is of purer eyes 
* than to behold the leaſt iniquity,” and 
after his divine grace and preſence were 
withdrawn, the heart was left to itſelf, and 
to its own natural workings, which under 
the ternpter's management could produce no- 
thing but murders, adulteries, thefts, &c, 
which ate the corrupt fruits of a corrupt 
heart. And into whatever heart the divine 
grace is not returned, the ſame corruptions 
Ri remain, and we ſee the effects of them 
ſtill breaking out in the ſame abominable 
vices : For the heart of the natural man is 


deceitful above all things, and deſperately 


wicked — ſo wicked, that ſin is engraven 
upon it with a character, which no human 
art or power can eraſe. * The fin of Judab 
* is Written with a pen of iron, and with 


« the point of a diamond; it is graven upon 
„the table of their heart, Jer. xvii. 1.” 


And what hand can come at theſe im preſ- 


ſions, which are cyt ſo deep as to be incor- 


porated into the very ſubſtance of the heart? 


What power can reach and deface them, 
but his alone, whole prerogative it is to 
ſearch the heart and the reins? 

This is the ſcripture account. And it is 
moſt plain and rational, to which what can 


unbelievers object? They have nothing to 


ſubſtitute inſtead of this; and they can urge 
nothing againſt it, except they enquire, Why 
God ſhould ſuffer man to fall, if he fore- 


ſaw, 
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ſaw; that it would be attended with ſuch 


dreadful conſequences, But this is only 


aſking, Why he made man a free agent : 
For 7 he was free, he muſt have a capacity 


to make a wrong, as well as a right ufe of 
his free will, and therefore he could not 
be placed in a ſtate falling from which was 
impoſſible. That the firſt man was created 
with free will we have a moſt melanchoh 
demonſtration, the effects of which are iti 


een and felt all over the world, and that he 


had every aſſiſtance which could enable him 
to make a right uſe of his free will, the 
ſcripture gives us a full account : But he 
abuſed it. Upon which the affiſtance be- 
fore given was withdrawn, and after this 
aſſiſtance was taken out of the heart, there 


was nothing left in it but its own fleſhly de- 
fires and inclinations, and when theſe were 


ſpirited up by the lieing ſuggeſtions of the 
infernal tempter, what could come out of 
ſuch an heart, but murder, adultery, forni- 
cation, robbery, with all the other polluted 
works of the fleſh and the devil? 5 
Upon this ſtate of the caſe it appears, that 
man loſt by the fall the two chief bleffings 
of his ſpiritual life, namely, the image of 
nf the ſpirit of God. Sin blotted out 
the image of God, in which man was at 
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clares, that we were afterwards born in the 
image of our father Adam with ull his 
V 


fr] 


| ly deres, and corrupt inclinations, 
Gen. v. 3. And theſe the ſacred writers ge- 
nerally term he feſh, ſignifying by this word 
all the carnal appetites, which govern man 
fince the fall, and of which the Apoſtle de- 
clares, That they who are in the fleſh ü 
“ cannot pleaſe God, Rom, viii. 8.” Becauſe 
while they are governed by the fleſh, and 
not by the ſpirit, they continue in the image 
of the earthy Adam, and in the likenefs of 
his fallen nature: By which they are alſo 
alienated from the ſpirit of God. The di- 
vine and holy ſpirit left the polluted temple 
of the heart, after fin had prophaned it. 
He is of purer eyes than to behold the leaft 
iniquity, and therefore he could not dwell 
in an impure heart ; and upon his retirin 
it became alienated from the life of Gol 
being now a perfect ſtranger te all the graces 
of that ſpiritual life, which innocent man 
had always, and liberally enjoyed. And 
after the divine image was thus extinguiſhed, 
and the divine ſpirit was gone, which the 
ſcripture expreſsly declares were the two 
fatal effects of the fall, then the heart of 
man was under the dominion of its own 
fleſhly defires, and was ready to commit any 
of the abominable deeds of the fleſh, when- 
ever opportunity ſhould offer, and inclina- 1 
tion invite, and the devil ſtron g follicit q 
fo the commiſſion of Fm, e | 


{ 13 ] 


Now every man who comes into the 
ae 7 1s by nature in this ſtate, and he will 


continue in it, until he finds the miſery of 


it : Until the Enit of his diſtreſs force him 
to cry out, O wretched man that I am, 


who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? This conviction of our miſery is 


the firſt ſtep towards a deliverance from it. 
So ſoon as we find ourſelves ſick, we are half 
cured : For if we can but bring ourſelves to 
go with humility and prayer to the almighty 
phyſician, he has promiſed to give us freel 


, every thing proper tor our relief. He is both 


able and willing to cleanſe the fountain of 
the heart from all its EP which is 
yy: 

Third and laſt enquiry I was to make: 
For tho man be miſcrable in himſelf, yet 
God hath .aat..left him without remedy. 
The great deſign of chriſtianity is to reſtore 
man to the ſtate trom whence he fell, and 
by the fame ſteps, through which he fell. 
Sin put an entire ſtop to the divine grace 
and influence, which are as neceſſary to the 
ſoul as breath is to the body, and when they 


= wcre withdrawn, the ſinner then loſt the 


image of God and the ſpirit of God: Thro' 


the merits-of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the di- | 


vine grace and influence are offered to us 
again, and whoever ſeeks them by humility 


and prayer, until he receive them, is then 


K | made a partaker of the ſpirit of God, who 


firſt 
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firſt makes the heart faithful and penitent, 
and aftetwards juſtifies it by the blood of 
Chriſt, and fanctifies it by forming in it all 


=. | the ſweet and holy tempers of the bleſſed 
1 | Jeſus, in which the image of God now 
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_:} conſiſts. And when the heart is thus cre- 
1 ated anew and regenerated, then is that 


; great change perfected, of which the apoſtle 
Peaks, 1 Cor. xv. © As we have born the 

©. image of the firſt Adam, who is of the 
<« cath, in like manner ſhall we bear the 
" image of the ſecond Adam, who is the 
* Lord from heaven.” And whoever is re- 
newed after the image of this ſecond Adam, 
he has a clean and a pure heart, and a 
ſweet fountain might as ſoon ſend forth 
a poiſonous water, as this ſanctified heart can 

f produce murder, adultery, 3 or 

5 any of the filthy works of the fleſh. 

1 his is the ſeripture account of the means 

g bf cleanſing the heart. The great purifier 

1 is Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe blood has infinite me- 

Tit to waſh away the pollutions of the whole 
Y world. The holy ſpirit is the gracious agent, 
= who purifies the heart with this all-merito- 
= rious blood. It is his office to take out by 
= | the {ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus all the 
1 | infection of our corrupt nature, and to 
| e create in us a new heart and à right 
= « ſpirit,” — the new heart bears the image 
f of our merciful Saviour, and the right ſpirit 
1 is no o longer alierigted from the life of * 
"5844 POT Tr ut 
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ſhip with the holy ſpirit, And thus the 
ſinner becomes a new man and a new crea- 
ture. His ſoul is endued with a new ſet of 
faculties and tempers entirely chriſtian, and 
his heart, which was formerly the habita- 
tion of the fouleſt vices, of murder, adul- 
tery, fornication, Sc. is now conſecrated, 


Wo This is the only method, which the ſerip- 
from thoſe worldly and carnal tempers, with 
which it is by nature infected. If you re- 
fuſe to believe the ſcripture, try any other 
; 1 method; but be aſſured you muſt come to 


þ ö it. Vou will find, God grant you may find 
it in time, that nothing is able to purify the 
heart, but the blood of the lamb of God, 
and that nothing is able to apply it to the 
l heart, but the eternal ſpirit. You will be 
che more fully convinced of this the more 
11 you try other things : See firſt how far the 
238 boaſted religion of nature, and its moral 
rectitude, and the fitneſs of things, and fuch 
like metaphyfical nonentities, can reform the 

heart — make your experiments upon the li- 
beral arts and 1 


5 every thing that wit can invent or mony pu- 
chaſe, and with-hold nothing from your foul 


but lives in any communion and fellow 


tery, onſeer 
and made an holy temple for che living 
God e 9 : . % 
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ture has taught us, of cleanſing the heart 


this at laſt. Experience will bring you to 
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nd {cienges — go thro them one 
after another — ſtudy bogks and men — try 


or 


4 


161 


of all its deſues — and then ſit down, and 

carefully and impartially examine your own 

heart, and judge, how far all theſe worldly 

purſuits and attainments have reformed it. 

And what is the iſſue? Are you really bet- 

ter ? Do you find your heart more free from 

corruption than it was when you firſt ſet out ? 

You will not, you cannot aſſert it: Becauſe 
Treaſon and matter of fact are aganiſt you; 

they demonſtrate, that our worldly tempers 

muſt be fed and encouraged by theſe worldly 

, purſuits and attainments : For it is a glaring 

contradiction to ſuppoſe, that we can increaſe 

| our ſpirituals, by laying out all our.time and 

f paaoins upon temporals. Be therefore aſſured 

that the more you try theſe worldly things, 

the worſe you will be; and the longer you 

them, the more difficult will you find it 

to be ſet right. They have no virtue to 

WES. 5 take one ſingle vice out of the heart, but as 

; they fall in with our corrupt inclinations, 3 
they muſt encourage and ſtrengthen every 

vice, which is in the heart. If you try all | 

| the powers upon carth, you will find by ex- 

perience, that the heart | 1s out of their reach, 

and at laſt, if ever you ſee the face of God 

with joy, you muſt conclude, that there is 

nothing but the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and 

the operation of his good Spirit, which is Mn 

able to cleanſe your polluted hearts, and to 

renew a ri shit ſpirif within you. . 3 

us 


10 
— 
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Thus it is abundantly evident from expe- 
rience, that nothing can purify and take 
away the natural pollutions of the heart, but 


the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ſprinkled upon it 


by the Holy Spirit. This is the only y goſpel 
method. And it is able to purify 
away all theſe pollutions, which nothing 


elſe can: For its power is alſo abundantl 


evident from experience. It has been found 


effectual, after all other methods have failed. 

It has been tried ever fince fin firſt entered 
into. the world, and has ever ſucceeded, 

And thus ſingle circumſtance ſeems ſufficient 
to recommend it te the minds of all ſerious 
perſons, and to determine them to receive it 
as the ſovereign remedy for their natural cor- 


ruptions. We have in the firſt ages aſter 


Chriſt a particular 3 of the great 


change made in mens hearts upon their em- 
bracing the Fg pel. And theſe accounts are 


Jo well atteſted that if the ſtrongeſt hiſtori- 
cal evidence can gain your aſſent, they will 


appear to you full and deciſive. I remcm- 


ber to have ſeen a paſſage in Lacfantius, 


where in his apology for the chriſtians of 


his time, he has theſe words, © Give me a 
man (fays he to the heathens) who is 
paſſionate, malicious, headftrong, with a 
' few golpel precepts, I will render him as 


0 coyetous, L will ſoon perſuade him to be 
5 85 oy liberal 


# 


meek. as a lamb. Give me one who 18 
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liberal and charitable. Give me one who 
dreads afflictions and death, I will make 
* him run and court martyrdom. Give me 
* an unclean, intemperate, unjuſt, cruel, fin- 
ful wretch, J will by the kr owledge of 
© Chrift, and by the influence of his Jaws, 

bf render him chaſte, ſober, merciful, inno- 
« cent and holy.” " LiuSantius had good 
reaſon for hat he here aſſerts: He had 
ſeen the goſpel of Chrift take theſe vices out 
of mens hearts, and we have ſeen the ſame 
happy effects of it in our days; not indeed 


c 


A 


c 


* 


in ſo great a number, but, God be praiſed 


for it, we have enow to demonſtrate to any 
unbeliever, that the ſame goſpel has ſtill the 
ſame power. You do not ſee fo much of 
its power, becauſe you do not hear ſo much 
of the goſpel. But wherever the pure gof- 

pel of Jeſas Chriſt js preached, and men re- 
ccive it with faith, there experience daily 
confirms what Lo#tontius long ago obſcryed. 


cu ſtill fee it work the fame real change 


in mens tempers, which cannot ariſe from 
any heat of fancy, or flight of enthuſiaſm, 
or ſudden rapture of Alden becauſe it is 
a ſober, regular, thorough change, that re- 
forms the Heart, and all its affeckions, and 
influences the wh wie behaviour, render ing a 
man conſiſtent and uniform throughout the 
whole courſe of his future life. That ſuch 
changes ate wrought at this day is an un- 


doubted 


1 91 


ſinners too, are brought to ſee the error of 
their ways, to forſake their wicked courſes, 
to lead a new life, to follow the command- 
ments of God, and to walk from hence- 
forth in his holy ways. This is an entire, a 


chriſtian, he is abſolutely a new creature 
and a new man, inſomuch that you may 
truly ſay of him, © old things are paſt away, 


he neither thinks, ſpeaks, nor acts, as he 
uſed to do. He has a new {et of ſenſes and 
IT faculties. - He neither ſees things in the 
T8 fame light he did before, nor hears after the 
blame manner. What formerly pleaſed him, 


.. ²˙•mm np 


purſuits is changed, and his happineſs is 
placed on a different object. We ſee this 


V perfect change produced every day, when 
1. the goſpel enters into any man's heart. As 
1 ir takes poſſeſſion, the corrupt paſſions re- 
m re. The holy ſpirit purifies the fountain, 
n, and then all the ſtreams run pure. It is evi- 
15 dent, that he has given the heart a new na- 
"Y ture, becauſe what proceeds from it has no 
14 3 tincture: left of the natural man. All is re- 
4 newed. The murderer is humane and loy- 
he ng, the fornicator and adulterer are chaſte, 
en | þ oy: thief is bone the e me 
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doubted matter of fact. Sinners, and great 


IT total change. When a ſinner becomes a 


*© behold, all things are become new :” For 


bow. diſpleaſes. The very end of all his 
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bf rious change, which the holy ſpirit makes, 
I when he ſprinkles the heart with the all- 
P: | purifying blood of the lamb of God. 
= | And now we have diſcovered the cauſe 
7 of the evil, and its remedy. The heart of 
1 every man we find to be by nature corrupt, 
x deſtitute entirely of divine grace, and diſpo- 
= - ſed as temptation ſhall offer to commit any 
3 wickedneſs : For from this fruitful fountain, 
from the heart of the natural man, proceed 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, per- 
juries, and blaſphemies. And nothing but 
the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus can dry 
up this fountain of fin, and nothing can 
carry the virtue of it to the heart but an al- 
mighty ſpirit, Human laws, which are the 
only expedient lately attempted, cannot come 
at the head and ſource of this corrupt foun- 
tain. It hes too deep. Their power cannot 
1 reach it, and mueh leſs purify it. An act 
Wÿhẽf of parliament can only regulate the outward 
1 behaviour. It can take no cognizance of a 
crime, until it breaks out into ſome overt 
act, and therefore it can have no influence 
over the heart. If murder, adultery, rob- 
bery, &c, be in the heart, there all ſtatute 
laws leave them; and the ielination only 
waits for a fair opportunity, which it will 
1 always embrace, whenever there is a proſ- 
| pect of eſcaping the laſſi of the law. Thus 
FE no. ſin is hereby prevented. Only the com- 
b | miſſion 
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the heart is put upon inventing ſchemes, 
how it may gratify itſelf in its pleaſures, 


which the law threatens to inflict. By this 


ſelf. Since this is the caſe,, what reforma- 
of human authority? Suppoſing the Icgiſla- 
out ſome new laws for putting a ſtop to 


robberies and murders, yet experience would 
ſoon prove them to be ineffectual. All the 


© human laws, which ever were made, or 


2 


9 ever will be made, cannot reform fone ſin- 


gle perſon, becauſe they cannot reach the 
heart. Goſpel and not law ſhould be here 
employed. The goſpel can take ſin out of 


IT the heart, but the law caa only make the 
TJ commiſſion of it more private. The clergy 


| therefore ſhould be called upon, and not 


Y the magiſtrate.” This is the peculiar kufinefs 
© of the miniſters of the goſpel, and it is K 


fear owing to their great neglect of their 


duty, that robberies. and murders are be- 


come ſo common. Our people grow more 
eorrupt in their morals, not for want of 
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miſſion of it is rendered more private, and 


without incurring the pains and penalties, 


means the corruption that feems to be dimi- 
niſhed in the channels, gathers and increaſes 
at the fountain-head; where the more it is 
ſtopt, the more it ferments and pollutes it- 


tion can we expect from the mterpoſition 
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ture ſhould follow his majeſty's gracious in- 
ſtructions from the eg and try to find 
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good ſtatute laws, but for want of good 
goſpet miniſters. For it is certain, that the 
goſpel, and nothing elſe, can take murder, 

adultery, fornication, robbery, Sc. out of 
the heart, and it is as certain, that the goſ- 
pel has taken them out of the heart, wherever 
it has been properly received: And therefore 
either in the manner of applying the goſ- 


| pel, or in not applying at all, there is a 
| great failing ſomewhere or other among us. 
God Almighty grant, that they who are 
guilty may fee their crror, and may have 


grace to repent and amend. 


And now let me intreat you, my brethren, 

| to ſuffer theſe truths to make a [oper im- 
* preſſion upon your minds. Vou have heard 

El me labour this point much of late. It ap- 
| pears to me to be the moſt important in 

| | chriſtianity, and therefore in ſeveral diſ- 


courſes I have been endeavouring to give 

on a juſt ſenſe of your ſtate and condition 
by nature. What ſucceſs they may have 
met with depends upon God, whoſe blet- 
fing upon them I do moſt fincerely implore. 
All our preaching can do nothing to your 
hearts without his grace, and I beſeech 
Him that out of the riches of his infinite love mY 
to ſinners, through Jeſus Chi it, he would 
be pleaſed to let you fee your own hearts: ME 
For until you behold that defilement and 


1 corruption, in Which the heart of every man 
FW, 


9 

nes by nature, you will ſee but little ne- 
ceſſity for a Saviour. And this divine grace 
I hope he will now ſend into all your hearts, 
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ably, and to profit by, two ſhort remarks, 
with which I ſhall apply the doctrine, firſt to 
them who do not believe it, then to them 
who have given their free aſſent. | 

If any of you do not believe the doctrine, 
you are in a very dangerous fituation, be- 
cauſe you are on the very brink of deſtruc- 
tion, and yet do not ſee your danger. Can 
you think your heart 1s not corrupt ? 'This 
very thought demonſtrates its corruption ; 
For ſinners you certainly are, and all fin 
comes from the heart, and 'can the heart 
fend forth a whole life of fin, and not be 


rous ſtate of mind. A man does not cheat 
himſelf more, who fancies himſelf to be in 
good health, when he has been long ill, 
and is juſt dying, than he who fancies his 
heart to be pure, although every thing that 
flows from it is jmpure. This is one of the 
greateſt deluſions of fin. It lulls the ſinner 
into a ſtate of ſecurity, and tempts him to 
believe, that his heart is pure and without 
ſpot, although it be nothing but corruption 
and deformity, © Whoever is tempted into 
this belief does not know himſelf, And if 
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that you may be diſpoſed to receive favour- 


ſinful itſelf ? This is impoſſible. To believe 
ſuch an impoſſibility argues a moſt dange- 


any 


84] 
ny of you have fallen into this fatal error, 
 _J-pray God to let you know Mu : 
For you are as yet perfect ſtrangers to your 
own breafts, Jf you were to ſee tl 
naked and open, with all the little lurking 
places, where ſelf-Joye and vain-glory con- 
ceal your failings, the moment you beheld 
the horrid ſight, it would force you to cry out, 
Ys „ maſter, have mercy on me. Oh ! what a 
fling would it be, if you could now ſpeak 
rheſe words from your hearts. J hope you will, 
And may the . God of heaven ſhew you, 
what you really are by nature, and then make 
you what you ought to be by grace. 
To you, who believe the doctrine, I need 
not uſe many words, becauſe you are con- 
vinced, that the heart is a polluted fountain, 
from whence. all vices ſpring, and that no- 
thing can purify it, but the blood of the 
hath of God ſ prinkled npon it by the Holy 
Spirit. This is the firm belief of every 
chriſtian. I hope you know. it to be true, 
both from ſcripture and from ex perience. 
You find that the fountain has been cleanſed, 
becauſe the ſtreams run pure. Your lives 
and actions ſhew, that God has created a 
new heart, and has renewed a right ſpirit 
within-you, and it is your whole care and 
ſtudy to keep this new heart clean and holy. 
But whenever you find any fdefilement be- 
Binning to ariſe, even in thought, immedi- 
ately, 
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FE Spirit will keep out of your hearts all th 
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ately ſend up your prayers to God. Intreat 


his grace to keep you from the pollution of 4 


ſin, and if you always make him your re- 


fuge and ſtrength, conſtantly ſeeking him 


in the wa þ of his ordinances, then his holy 


corruptions, which defile the man, and your 
Lord Jeſus will ſo 23 you by his infinite 
merits, that you ſhall be preſented before 

God the father without ſpot of fin unto fal- 

vation. Blefled Lord and Saviour carry theſe 
traths to all our hearts; accompany them, 
we intreat thee, with thy bleſſing; and keep 
our hearts pure by thy grace, until thon 


| bring them fafe unto thy glory. Amen, 
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